10/04 23 February 2010 Dear Parents/Caregivers and children,

Greetings to you all,

Thanks to the 80% of the parents who were able to come up last week and discuss their child/ren with staff. We
learnt a great deal about the ‘make up’ of your child/ren and feel better equipped to tackle the task of their teaching
and learning. This is the first of our interviews, with a second more ‘academic’ focus later in the year.
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This year, in a conscious effort to give our Year 7 and 8s
more responsibility and presence around our school, we
invited them to apply for a number of positions including
art, environment, sport, journalism, ICT and head pupil.
This is a first for a very long time at Gordonton School.
The head pupil candidates had to submit a CV and then §
present themselves to their peers with an electoral
speech. Seven applied, and after the votes were cast &
two were chosen. Our head pupils for 2010 are Laura
Riddell and Monique Riddell. Yesterday we discussed
their roles in more depth and they will be involved with;
being positive role models for all students, ;
meeting and greeting visitors, showing and selling our §
school, organising and running the talented assemblies,
chairing the School Council and assisting staff where
appropriate. Congratulations to you both.

Lots of discussion abounds regarding the National ok ‘
Standards. You will be receiving in the mail a brochur ¢ Kl lf
about them and I've included a quote from this and .} ‘;’,‘{(

another from one of the academics who provide advice § (
on student learning for the Government.

Our Head Pupils for 2010 - Laura and Monique

What are the National Standards?
From 2010, all schools with children in Years 1-8 will be using National Standards in reading, writing and
mathematics. The standards are a description of what all New Zealand children are expected to be able to do in
reading, writing and mathematics in Years 1-8. They have been developed by the Ministry of Education and subject
experts.

The standards give the teacher, your child and you a clear idea of where your child is at in reading, writing and
mathematics and what they have to do next in their learning. Ministry of Education Brochure.

All good in theory, very hard to argue against, although there is inherent danger in their current form as the quote
from the Government’s own academic adviser points out:

"The glossy, recently published New Zealand literacy and numeracy standards have no data, no evidence and no
evaluation - they are pronouncements without evidence. If there is evidence outside committee contemplations
where is it? Until there is evidence the standards remain untested and experimental ... we seem complacent in our
ignorance of the evidence and ignorance of standards-setting methods.” (Professor John Hattie (2009), Horizons and
Whirlpools p8)

We also hear from politicians and others how poorly our students are performing on a world stage. Not so as the
following illustrates:

PISA 2006 (at age 15 - 57 countries)

Mathematics literacy:

Five countries higher than NZ (Chinese Taipei, Finland, Hong Kong-China, Korea, Netherlands)

NZ indistinguishable from Switzerland, Canada, Japan, Belgium, Australia (and others)

NZ well ahead of UK and USA

NZ had 14% at Level 1 proficiency or lower, compared to OECD average of 21%

Reading literacy:

Three countries higher than NZ (Korea, Finland, Hong Kong-China)

NZ indistinguishable from Canada, Ireland (and others)

NZ ahead of Australia, Sweden, Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland, Japan, UK, Austria, Germany, France,
Norway...

NZ had 15% at Level 1 proficiency or lower, similar to Australia at 13%, compared to OECD average of 20%
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Scientific literacy:

Two countries higher than NZ (Finland & Hong Kong-China)

NZ indistinguishable from Canada, Chinese Taipei, Japan, Australia, Netherlands, Korea (and others)
NZ ahead of 46 countries, including UK and USA

NZ had 14% at Level 1 proficiency or lower, similar to Australia at 13%, compared to OECD average
of 19%

TIMMS 2006 (for Year 5 students)

NZ mathematics score unchanged from 2002, improved from 1994

NZ science score decreased from 2002 but unchanged from 1994

PIRLS 2006

NZ reading literacy score unchanged from 2001 (no earlier comparison on same metric)

NEMP 1995 to 2008 (Years 4 and 8 in 15 curriculum areas)

Remarkable consistency in performance. No clear trends, with occasional fluctuations.

The debate continues.

Invitation - Thursday 18th March at 10.15am, | would like to invite any parents of Junior students,
who might be interested in meeting with me to discuss ways we can improve our school, to come up
to school and have “ . This arose from an informal meeting with a group of
parents at the end of last year. They were able to talk openly about things that they felt we were
doing well and provided positive ways of improving practice. This year | am going to invite a different
group each term in to sit and chew the fat.

SPORTS UNIFORM
Just a reminder that students in Years 4 - 8 (Rooms 1 - 4) are required to have their own

This includes 3 compulsory pieces - t-shirt, polar fleece sweatshirt and black shorts. The
shorts can be provided from home, but the t-shirt and polar fleece must be purchased from the
school. The wearing of the uniform can occur at any stage during the year but is particularly required
for the interschool events - Hard Court Day, Cross Country and Athletics.

Regards, David and the staff.

FRIDAY’S ASSEMBLY CERTIFICATES

Room 1 Abbe-Mae Henry and Kaydia Owsley

Room 2 Cayla Taljaard and Jack Henry

Room 3 Olivia Gyde and Lachlan Bishop

Room 4 Lochlan Scanlon and Bailey Ecclestone

Room 5 Nacho Alatorre Martinez de Alva and Alexa Kestle
Room 6 Aimie Savage and Sinbi Kim

Room 7 Reef Wairau and Ashton-Scott Young

Room 8 Kelly Wight and Ryan Waters

Congratulations to all these children and keep up the good work.

INVITATION FROM THE PTA

We would like to invite existing and new parents / caregivers to the school to a ‘Meet and Greet’
afternoon tea hosted by the school PTA. This is on Wednesday 3 March, 2-2.50pm in the staffroom.
Come along and find out what activities / fundraisers / events the PTA has in store this year for the
school - We look forward to seeing you there.

BASKETBALL INTEREST

We have received the information about the upcoming Basketball League. We need to know who is
interested in joining a team and once we have names, depending on numbers, we will go from there.
Please fill in the slip provided and return to school by this Friday 11 February. As yet we do not
have a parent / caregiver to coach and manage the teams, if you can do this could you please fill in
the slip provided.

NETBALL COACHES REQUIRED / PLAYERS INTEREST

The Parents who coached the netball teams last year no longer have children at our school and so
we are looking for new coaches. We have a coach for the Year 7 and 8 team but still need someone
for the Year 5 and 6 team. Are you interested? Please fill in the slip provided or talk to Lisa Gwyn -
Room 3 teacher. Players Year 5 - 8: If you are interested in playing Saturday Netball could you
please fill in the slip provided.
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SWIMMING LESSONS

We are trying to gauge how much interest there would be in swimming lessons at school, which will be
held at the end of this year or early next year. We have the opportunity to have a swimming group
called come out to school to take paid swimming lessons. For $30 per child, you will receive
five 30 minute lessons for a week. These lessons would take place during the classes swimming time.
The lessons will be conducted by qualified swimming instructors, with no more then 8 students per
lesson. If you would be interested in your child/ren having lessons could you please fill in the form
attached and return to school.

RELAY FOR LIFE

Chris Mahon (Rm 6) and Karen Rei (Rm 5) are walking 22 hours in the ‘Relay for Life’ to help raise
money for the Cancer Society on 6 and 7 March. This year all money raised goes to the Waikato
Cancer Society to build a facility for patients families where they can stay for free and support their
loved ones. Please see Chris or Karen in you would like to make a donation.

PTA FUNDRAISER - SWEET AS SWEETCORN!
This will be available for sale on Tuesdays and Thursdays outside the school gates starting Tuesday

25 February at 2.30pm. will be selling 5 cobs for $2 with 50% of all proceeds going to the
school. Please bring cash. This is a great opportunity to enjoy truly fresh sweetcorn and maybe stock
up your freezer for winter! Our thanks to for their generous donation.

DATES FOR THE YEAR
In response to a number of parental requests our dates for 2010 are as follows:

Term 1 Tuesday 2nd February to Thursday 1st April

Term 2 Monday 19th April to Friday 2nd July

Term 3 Monday 19th July to Friday 24th September
Term 4 Monday 11th October to Wednesday 15th December

KIDDLY WINKS AFTER SCHOOL CARE - hello and welcome to all the new families this year. We
are excited to have new children joining our programme already, there are loads of fun new games and
activities planned for this year, and we cant wait to get into it. If you would like information about our
programme, please head over to the school hall, anytime between 2:45 and 5:45 to have a chat to the
girls, see what happens whilst the children are in our care and grab an enrolment form to fill out and
drop back into us. There is a list of fees also and a newsletter is on the way. If you would prefer to call
RACHEL (co-ordinator) please feel free to do so on either 07 827 4870 or 0278279469, thanks from
the Kiddly Winks team.

TUPPERWARE FUNDRAISER

A Tupperware Lunchbox Drive Fundraising Brochure and Order Form have been sent home with your
Newsletter this week. Please feel free to show all your family and friends as the more lunchboxes and
drink bottles sold, the more money raised for the school. Orders are to be returned to school by 8
March. When purchasing from the range of Tupperware Sandwich Keepers for your children or other
family members, 10% of all sales go directly to the school. Not only do you get a quality product, you
also help save littering around our school as no gladwrap or packaging is required in the airtight
compartments.

COMING UP
February 22-24 Yr5 &6 camp
March 10 Cool to be Kind Show
LI # $ % & - &
$ " % %

COMMUNITY NOTICES

DESPARATELY SEEKING A HOME - We are looking for a 3 bedroom home with garage in the
Gordonton area, as we have 2 children attending Gordonton School and love the area. If you can help
please phone Melaina at 8556080 or 0211408886.

SWEETCORN - Luka Rigter (Room 5) is selling sweetcorn after school to raise pocket money to
spend in Disney World this year. Mondays & Tuesdays. Peach Road, Gordonton. 50c per
cob. Packs of 4 $2.00.

HOUSE WANTED TO RENT Young, professional couple with friendly, fully housetrained cat and well
behaved outside dogs Anything Considered & Refs Available Ph: Samantha 027 308 4979.

OPEN DAY AT ST PAULS COLLEGIATE SCHOOL - On Saturday 6 March 2-4pm. Headmaster
will address visitors at 2.15pm in the Long Room (above the gym) followed by student led tours and
summer sports fixtures.



HORSHAM DOWNS BADMINTON
We start on 1 March at 7.30pm. Juniors - Fridays Terms 2 & 3 - 6-10yrs 6-7.15pm & 10-13yrs 7.30-
9pm. Seniors (includes high school students) - Mondays 7.30pm to late. This is held at Horsham
Downs Community Hall, Martin Lane (next to Horsham Downs School) Enquiries ring Lesley 8294870
or Darren at 8243969.
RAINBOWS EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTRE 10TH BIRTHDAY
* Everyone is invited to our 10th Birthday Celebrations. Call into 21 College Dr, Gordonton, anytime
between 9.30am - 3pm on 25 March to inspect our enlarged centre and upgraded play area. You'll be
amazed how we've grown in 10 short years!
WOBBLE - essentials for little kids - Everything for babies and toddlers. Buggies,
Carseats, Toys, Cots, Organics, Nappies etc. SPECIALS and CLEARANCE ITEMS in
store. Located in the Rototuna Shopping Center ph 855 3630. 9am - 5pm weekdays,
10am - 4pm Saturday. Email info@wobble.co.nz, website www.wobble.co.nz.
FARMERS & LIFESTYLE BLOCK OWNERS - Is yourtime, knowledge or equipment limiting your
lifestyle. We can help! We offer: House security & property care, shifting and looking after your stock,
emergency farm relief, weed & pasture control, general farm maintenance, chain sawing & firewood
collection, etc, etc, etc. We have 30 years practical farming experience, and offer professional honest
and practical service. Phone John on 0273263118 at Lifestyle Solutions and Services. Phone
8474238.
WAIKATO BOP AGRI KIDS COMPETITION - On Sunday 21 March at the Te Kuiti Domain. This
is challenging and fun and combines practical, mental and physical skills. Competition consists of
tasks that 10-12 year olds can do. Mixed sex teams of 3 of Yr 6-8 children. You will do - Electric
fencing, milk a cow, go-cart jousting, build a gate and assemble a horse bridle. Are you interested see
the school office for a brochure. Entries close 8 March.
HOUSE TO RENT - required in Gordonton/surrounding district. - For Professional family of 3
Children 2 Adults. Would love to bring the chooks and family Dog as well. Very responsible/reliable,
looking forward to living in the area. Please phone Chris or Kerry Ann Norman 07) 8890041
‘ (evenings) or 0277739821

UNLOCK YOUR CHILD'S POTENTIAL - TUTORING AVAILABLE. Help your child catch up and get
ahead this year with individual or small group tutoring to meet your child's maths, writing and reading
needs. Excellent programmes designed to help your child get ahead. Phone Kelly Gyde 8555439 or
021 617 159 for more details.

SWIMMING LESSONS INTEREST

I am interested in My Child/rEN.... ...t e e s e e e e e e e ee e aan. TAKING
swimming lessons.

NETBALL COACH / INTEREST IN PLAYING RETURN SLIP

| am interested in being a Netball coach.

MY I T BN e e e e
interested in playing Saturday netball. (Please put what year they are)

BASKETBALL RETURN SLIP
o3 1 o [T o P
(please state what year and room they are in) are interested in playing basketball this year.

Please state whether they have played before or not and if they have played, for how many years

I can / cannot (please circle) help with coaching.



